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BANGLADESH 


UN D7 LEGATE TELLS DACCA POLICY ON INFORMATION FLOW 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Oct 81 pp l, 12 


(Text) New York, Oct. 17--Bangladesh has reiterated at the United Nations that in 
an increasingly interdependent world the free flow of information among nations 
was of particular importance to developed and developing countries alike reports 
BSS. 


Truthful, complete and objective information coi.ld go a long way in promoting bet- 
ter understanding and peaceful cc-existence among countries and peoples, Mr. 
Shamsur Rahman, Editor of the vainik Bangla and a member of Bangladesh delegation 
to the 36th session of the United Nations General Assembly said at a meeting here 
on Friday. 


Making a statement in the Special Political Committee on questions relating to in- 
formation, Mr. Rahman said that information and communication had emerged as being 
closely linked with the international development process, particularly with evolu- 
tion of modern media technology. He added that Bangladesh was convinced that es- 
tablishment of a new international information and communication order was part and 
parcel of the efforts to establish the new international economic order to bridge 
that gap between the North and the South. 


Mr. Rahman stressed the importance of the United Nations Department of Public In- 
formation having closed working links with other international and regional organ- 
izations to encourage more media coverage of the United Nations activities. It 
should also strexcthen its cooperation with the nonaligned news agencies pool, he 
added. 


Expressing Banglades!'s happiness for the establishment of a United Nations Infor- 
mations Centre in Dacca, Mr. Shamsur Rahman emphasised the clear need to strengthen 
the network of UN information Centre around the world. He reiterated Bangladesh's 
request made during the last general assembly session that consideration be given 
to the inclusion of Bngli as a language of the Asian unit of the United Nations 
Radio Services. He urged the United Nations to develop its programme on the job 
training for broadcasters and journalists from the developing countries. 


He also expressed satisfaction of Bangladesh and 30 Least Developed Countries for 
effective public information activities undertaken by the United Nations Secretar- 
iat for Least Developed Countries Conference held in Paris last month. 


CSO: 5500/7034 











PLAN FOR SOUTH ASIAN COMMUNICATIONS GROWTH TOLD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 18 %t 81 ppl, 12 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct. 17--Bangladesh has put forward a 5 point action programme 
aimed at improving and reinforcing telecommunication facilities in south Asian 
countries, according to Bangladesh delegation sources, reports BSS. 


The proposal was tabled by Bangladesh delegation leader Mr Malek at the first meet- 
ing of the study group on telcommunication for the proposed South Asi» regional 
co-operation now being held in Islamabad. The proposals include setting up of di- 
rect telecommunication link among the countries of the regional training centre. 


Most of the Bangladesh proposals have been welcomed by the participating countries 
who felt that those can go along way towards realising the objectives of develop- 
ing a stable and dependable communications net work. 


Speaking at the meeting of the study group, leader of Bangladesh delegation Mr 
Malik recounted some of the projects undertaken in Bangladesh to expend telecom- 
munication facilities with neighbouring countries. The work on the project for 
direct communication link between Bangladesh and Nepal, he said, is going ahead 
while a similar proposal for establishing direct link with Bhutan is under active 
consideration. 


Besides Bangladesh the meeting of the study group on telecommunications is being 
attended by delegates from Bhutan, India, Maldives Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan is the co-ordination country of the study group on telecommunications in 
pursuance of a decision adopted at the foreign secretary level meeting of the South 
Asian regional cooperation held in Colombo earlyt this year. 


CSO: 5500/7035 











BANGLADESH 


BFIEFS 


CHANARUGHAT TELEPHONE EXCHANGE--Habiganj, Oct. 20--The newly-constructed 30-line 
telephone exchange consi ng of 25 local and five trank lines was opened at Chun- 
arughat thana headquarter recently. Mr. Syed Mohibul Hassan, State Minister for 
Manpower Development and Social Welfare formally inaugurated the Chunarughat tele- 
phone exchange in presence of a large gathering. In this connection a discussion 
meeting was held at Chunarughat Thana Training and Deveolpment Centre with Mr. 
Asaduzzaman Bhuivan S.D.0O. Habiganj in the chair. Mir. Muzzammel Haque S.D.O. 
Telephone Habiganj Advocate Atikullah Syed Jamidur Rahman Mr. Muslim uddin Chair- 
man Chunarughat U.P. and Mr. Jamrut 4li were among those who spoke on the occas- 
sion. Speaking on the occassion the State Minister stressed the need and importance 
of telecommunication system for overall development of the country and expressed 
the keen interest of the present Government for expansion and development of tele- 
communication net-work in the country especially in the rural areas. [Dacca THE 
BANGLADESH OBSERVEP in English 22 Oct 81 p 3) 


CHITTAGONG TELEPHONE EXCHANGE--Bangladesh Telegraph and Telephone Board installed 
5000-line new EMD type automatic telephone exchange at Nandakanan, Chittagong on 
Saturday night. The new installation will help meet the growing and long pending 
demands of the people as well as different offices located specially at Nandakanan 
Korbanigan} Khatungan) Chaktai areas of Chittagong according to a Press release of 
the T & T Board issued in Dacca on Monday. With the installation of new exchange, 
the number of automatic exchanges has now stood at five having a 22600 telephone 
lines In addition to the above about 3000 applications will also be provided new 
telephone lines from this new exchange which will go a long way in meeting the long 
pending demands for telephone in Chittagong. [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 4 Nov 81 p 3] 
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INDIA 





DETAILS ON INDO-SOVIET TROPUSCATTER LINK GIVEN 


Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Nov 81 p 1 
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IND A 


INADEQUATE TRANSMISSION LINES HINDER COMPUTERIZATION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 7 Nov 81 p 3 


(Text) The sophisticated and expensive computerised reservation system of Air 
India is repeatedly throwing the management and the traffic into confusion by 
breaking down at critical moments. 


Air India, which is the first organisation in India to own a large scale computer 
network, which is also linked to the international airline data grid of the SITA 
(The Society of International Airlines), has discovered that the sophistry of the 
system is being set to naught by the repeated failures of the P and T cables link- 
ing the terminals with the computer. 


The inability of the P and T to guarantee a fool proof communication network for 
transmitting data was one of the major items of discussion at the conference of 
the business group of the Computer Society of India being held at Vigyan Bhavan. 


The P and T and the Communications Ministry, which are conducting research in the 
use of P and T lines for data transmission for country wide computer networks pre- 
dicted for the next decade, promises it will enable a consumer to ‘dial’ through 
‘terminal’ any computer anywhere in the country for transmission of data and re- 
sults within two or three years. 


With computers becoming necessary tools for data processing in decision making and 
control and for helping engineering and processes through Computer Aided Design 
(CAD), the sinking of terminals with each other, and with the main computer, be- 
comes the crucial factor in further development. 


For large concerns which use a computer for a long time, and transmit considerable 
data at a given time, leased P and T cables are used. Air India in fact has 
‘bought’ its own cables by paying P and T to put in special full time ‘dedicated 
circuits’ for its busy areas. Other users make use of normal teletype and tele- 


phone cables. 


According to Air India officials, the reliability of the P and T cables is such 
below international standards. MNost of the Faults are in local. In many such 
breakdowns in Calcutta, Delhi and Madras, the reservations system broke down as 
the terminals went ‘dead. Harried booking clerks had a hard time convincing irate 


passengers. 





No were the faults confined to general lines. In the ‘dedicated special cables’ 
also, the airlines ‘s fighting a losing battle vith the P and T. The airlines has 
been representing “o the Communications Ministry for many months now to revise 
regulations. 


wowever, the Communications peopie maintain that once a ‘dedicated line’ has been 
brought (and Air India voaid about half of the Rs 65 lekh for cable linking Santa 
Cruz with its headquarters at Neriman Point), they cannot be allowed tc make use of 
other cables if the main ceble breaks down, because of indescriminate diyging or 
water seepage or other fauits. The airlines wants guaranteed cable performance or 
alternate channels for transmitting data. 


Air India, which uses a Univac 1100/12 computer, has about 200 terminals in its 
various offices and is also linked to the SITA computer for international bookings 
in the non-Buropean sector. it cooperates with British Airways for Europe. The 
terminals at Delhi have the worst reliability and breakdowns average more than & 
per cent as again’ c the acceptable 2 to three per cent. In fact, analysts have 
discovered the old teleprinter system to be more relisble. 


The Steel Authority of India has also complained that the P and T are not heeding 
its request for teleprinter lines for the computer system. Indian Airlines, which 
is losing on its bookings, has also sought a better deal. 


For P and T, senior technical officials hold promise of improved performance ir 
future years. 


CSO: 5500/7030 














WRITER REVIEWS PROGRESS IN REMOTE SENSING 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Nov 8l p 8 


{Article by N. N. Sachitanand: 


[Text] 


G2AcE scrrce has two facets — the 
spectacular and the utittanan To the 
fst genre belong manned moonshets, 
spacecraft to the planets etc and to ihe 
latter ion satellites, space laborat- 
ones the like 


its blushingly modest budget. has 
tailored to get the maximum out of every 
rupee spent Hence. its thrust 1s strictly 
utditarran with the emphass on telecom- 
murmcations, weather observation. resource 
survey and similar “down-to ear... functions 


One such application of space science 
is remote sensing As the term suggests. 
it imphes sensing from a distance. The 
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if one were an earth based observer 


On the earth one can miss the wood 
for the tees Through remote sersing using 
an orbiting satelite, an encompessing picture 
of the entire forest 1s obtained 

For example with 4 satellite-based 
camera. the status of an entire complex 
river basin can be captured in cone sie 
On the ground such information 
be odtaned only after months of pamwnstaking 
and laborious Swnilarly, one sweep 
of a satelite over Western Ghats area 


on the 

state Genudation there that may be 
a host of 

Q@round besed cbservers due to the difficult 


remote sensing from space is beng 
Some of these are topographical st 
resources surveys. flood casting mapp- 
ing and coastal erosion mapping. qualitative 
estimation of forest cover, desertdication 
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characteristics, every object on earth 
radiates into space a certain pattern of 
microwaves which «6 called its spectral 

Objects also reflect incident radia- 
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On earth based on previous empencal data. 
the char actersbc radiathon patterns (ampltu- 
des and frequenmes) can be mterpreted 
to ge wformaton about the state of the 
observed objects 

The indian Space Research Organis- 
ations remote sensing programme com 
menced with the launcting of the SEOI 
Gatelite for Earth Observations-D later 
christened Bhaskara! on June 7. 1979. 
from a Sowet cosmodrome using a Sowet 
miercosmos rocket The 444 satelite 
designed and built » (SROs satellite centre 
at Bangalore. cared on @t two TV cameras 
and twee microwave radiometers 

The TV cameras were co grog to 
take pictures of an area of by 325 
km as the satelite passed over inca and 
operate m the wsible (06 micron and 
new wtrared (G8 micron) The 
mecrowave rachometers were to ox data 
at 19 glitz and 22 ghz frequences and 
be used mainly for studying the state of 
the see surface. water vapour content im 
the atmosphere about the ocean and other 
related parameters wiwch could moprove 
Qu understanchng of the monsoons and 
development of cyclomc storms over the 
acjouwng seas The satelite was also to 
be used as a communications station, relay- 
wg to the man ewth stations at Ahmedabad 
and Soharkota weather elated data tansmr- 
tted from remote observation stations at 

Whe Mirwooy and Car Nicobar. 

aas orbit was near crculor with 
an apogee of 557 km and perngee of 
512 km ees - 


Bhaskar a! _ almost = instant 
notonety when its TV camera system taded 
to function because of some high 

corona problem m= the system 

mucroweve racometer system. however 
functioned perfectly with a resolution of 
one degree Kelwn in cmnsunng the 


mecrowave boghtness temperature The 
mcrowave st camed out over the 
sees ad the indwn land mass 


gener mportant met and 
oueenographycal parameters such as the 
atmosphere water content and surface winds 
over the conan These are extremely difficult 
to obtain by conventional mows 


Among the land based applicators 
to wiwch the radiometer dota wes put. 
special mention must be made of the attempt 
to delineate the | un river food wn Rayasthan 
Such a study has demonst ated the possi: 
kty of mapyng under cloudy conde 
bons incktentally mcrowave frequencies. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITE PLANS--Hyderabad, November 2 (PTI)--The government of 

India plans to launch the “geo-stationary satellite" for weather observation over 
the Indian Ocean by April 1982, Dr. Venkateswarlu of the meteorological centre 

here, said today. This satellite will replace the present polar-orbiting satellite, 
he told newsmen. He said the new satellite would be launched with the joint efforts 
of the ministries of civil aviation, communcation, and information and broadcasting 
ad the department of science and technology. The meteorologist said the proposed 
satellite would be positioned over the equator near Sri Lanka, and the idea of hav- 
ing this particular satellite was to cover the entire sub-continent and give fre- 
quent readings. [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Nov 81 p 1] 








INDIA-SR1 LANKA MICROWAVE LINK--Madras, Nov 7 (PTI)--The Indo-Sri Lanka micro-wave 
link connecting Colombo with Madural and the Southern Region is ready and likely to 
be commissioned before the year-end. A top P and T official told PTI here today 
the 960 channel six megahertz broad band link would soon help the entire country to 
have a communication link with Sri Lanka. Officials of the two countries would ke 
meeting shortly in India to finalise the tariff and other formalities. The fool- 
proof micro-wave link would replace the existing one between the two countries 
which was by an overseas hop across the sea off Rameswaram and was weak and prone 
to faults the official said. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 8 Nov 81 p 5] 


AHMEDABAD-DELHI SATELLITE LINK--Ahmedabad, Nov. 11--Ahmedabad and Delhi will be 
soon telephonically linked through India's first experimental communication satel- 
lite, APPLE. The engineers of the Space Applications Centre (SAC) and the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department are currently engaged in linking the telephone exchanges 
of Ahmedabad and Delhi with their respective earth stations, a spokesman for the 
SAC told UNI today. He said the satellite telephonic system would be similar to 
the Subscriber Trunk Dialling (STD) facility but the former would be more reliable 
and efficient that the latter. “There would be no disturbances and the sound would 
be clear", he added. Though APPLE had the facility for about 50 telephonic chan- 
nels, it would only have four to six channels between Ahmedabad and Delhi, this 
being an experimental satellite. [Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Nov 81 p 7] 
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JAPAN 


SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY ON COMMUNICATIONS APPROVED 
OW270349 Tokyo KYODO in English 0327 GMT 27 Nov 81 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov 27 (KYODO)--This year's white paper on communications 
proposec Friday to introduce communicaticns satellite technology into anti- 
disaster measures in an emergency. 


Posts and Telecommunications Minister Ichiro Yamanouchi presented the report 
on communications for fiscal 1981 before a cabinet meeting Friday and the 
report was approved. 


The annual report also proposed to study connecting communication networks of 
the National Land Agency, the Construction Ministry and the Fire Defense Agency 
to make them useful in the event of an emergency. 


The report on the main theme "Disaster and Communications” described communica- 
tion media in recent vears as “the central nerve in the society” which has 
permeated through social and family life as well as business activities. 


The report mentioned countermeasures against disasters by means of various 
communication media such as data communications, telephone, television and radio, 
in view of their respective characteristics. 


In the case of international communications, the ministry plans to set up 
central stations in Tokyo and Osaka to divide operating functions and to build 
a central station in Vyama, Tochigi Prefecture, northeast of Tokyo, to start 
operation in 1985, the report said. 


The ministry is also doubling communication transmission routes from the present 
single route for both international and domestic communications, it said. 


It also said a system to regulate general telephone service has been developed 
for smooth telephone communications for rescue and restoration activities in 
an emergency. 


The Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) and other broadcasting stations have 
proceeded with disposition of mobile broadcasting installations and the police 
now have a nationwide shortwave communication network as well as their own 
communication circuits. 








The Japan National Railways (JNR) also introduced a shortwave wireless circuit 
and has been going toward making the circuit microwave in line with electrifica- 
tion of railways, the report said. 


The ministry is also developing an “urgent broadcast system" in which televisions 
and radios are automatically switched on to give people forecasts and warnings 
against an emergency. 

Private corporations are going on doubling computer circuits from the present 
single circuit and decentralizing date files against a computer accident. 


fhe report also added mails totaled 15.7 billion letters in fiscal 1980, up 
3.1 percent over the previous year, subscribed telephones about 39 million, up 
3.4 percent, and subscribed television viewers 29.2 million, up 1.1 percent. 


CSO: 5500/2056 





PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


TV BOOSTER STATIONS--Major General Mujibur Rahman Khan, information secretary and 
chairman of Pakistan Television Corporation, said in Karachi last evening that 
three more boosters were being set up for larger coverage by the PTV network. 

He was speaking at a ceremony to mark the best TV commercial awards competition 
for the year 1980-81 at Hotel Inter-Continental. He presented 20 awards to the 
winning advertising agencies. The three booster stations were being set up at 
Razmuk, Sibi and Pasrur. At present there are five centers and 12 booster 
stations in the country. In addition to this, he said, the government was also 
studying plans of a separate channe! for educational programs. For the guidance 
Oo. the advertisers and the advertising agencies, a code of conduct has been pre- 
pared which will soon be made public, the information secretary said. The ad- 
vertising agencies will be consulted before the code ‘s made public. They will 
also be represented at its central advisory committee. Agency reports add: 

Maj Gen Mujib said this "ethical code" was being prepared in accordance with the 
government's “sincere efforts" to introduce Islamic system within the country, 
an objective towards which good progress had been made already. He said it was 
in this context that the government was keeping in view the improvement of the 
mass media, and added that the president of Pakistan had stated anti-Islamic 
activities would not be permitted in this sector. Earlier, Mr Ziaddin Jeddi, 
controller, sales, PTV, in his brief welcome address said that the advertising 
companies were cooperating with the PTV authorities in ensuring that commercial 
ads shown on TV were in keeping with national values. APP. [Excerpts] 

[GF301455 Karachi DAWN in English 29 Nov 81 p 10] 


CSO: » 5500/2056 











PEOPI.E'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


SHAANXI RESTORES COMMUNICATIONS WORKS--Shaanxi Province is quickly restoring 
postal and telecommunications work which was seriously damaged by floods. 

By the beginning of November, the great majority of the first-level main long 
distance communications lines with the central authorities and all second-level 
main long distance communications lines within the province had been repaired. 
Of the 231 communes whose telephone lines were damaged, 183 communes whose 
telephone lines have now been repaired can communicate by telephone. The 
province has completely cleared the backlog of mail which piled up due to the 
suspension of railway and road traffic. The posts and telecommunications 
subbureaus and offices which were damaged have now been repaired and are open 
for business. [HK180857 Xian Shaanxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 
13 Nov 81 HK] 


MICROWAVE RELAY EQUIPMENT--According to a report by the Suzhou People's Broad- 
casting Station, China's first microwave relay equipment for the simultaneous 
transmission of both television and radio signals has recently been examined 
and approved for its use in the whole country. This relay equipment has been 
specifically produced to solve problems concerning television and radio 
transmission and wave propagation in our country. The range of this equipment 
is 1,000 km with 24 relay terminals in between. This equipment can be used 

for simultaneous one-way or two-way tranmission of a single channel of color 
video signals with audio modulation, two channels of speech signals or a 
single channel stereo program. It can also be used for transmitting telegram, 
telephone and facsimile signals. Moreover, it can be connected to a television 
channel at the ground station of a communication satellite to directly feed the 
intermediate-frequency signals received from the satellite through the microwave 
circuit. The success in devising this equipment has provided us with fairly 
advanced equipment for the transmission, popularization and development of 
television and radio programs in our country. [Text] [OW280425 Beijing Domestic 
Service in Mandarin 1200 GMT 25 Nov 81] 


CSO: 5500/2056 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY MICROWAVE SYSTEM--As part of the country's defense and military pre- 
paredness, the government has set up a 130 million [as heard] digital microwave 
communication system in Mindanao. The network is part of a 5-year project to 
speed up communications from all the units of the country's armed forces. 

Ween the project is completed, military installations in any part of the 
country can contact any AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] unit anywhere 
through direct dialing. The project seeks to interlink all military units 

in the country with AFP headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo. [Text] [HK190431 

Baguio Mountain Province Broadcasting Corporation in English 0400 GMT 

19 Nov 81} 


cso: 5500/4518 





15 











SOUTH KOREA 


BRIEFS 


"YONHAP '-"EFE* AGREEMENT--Seoul, Nov. 26 (YONHAP)--Korea’s YONHAP News Agency 
began transmitting its English news to Spain's EFE News Agency Thursday, in 
accordance with a bilateral news exchange agreement, Under the pact, signed 
by YONHAP President Kim Song-chin and Kim's EFE counterpart Luis Maria Anson 
in Seoul and Madrid respectively, on Nov. 16, the Spanish agency, based in 
Madrid, will also send its news to the Korean agency. YONHAP news items will 
be transmitted to 23 countries in Latin America simultaneously, via EFE, from 
which most of the Latin American nations receive their foreign news. [Text] 
[SK260058 Seoul YONHAP in English 0042 GMT 26 Nov 81 SK] 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


OANA’ EXPANDS MEMBERSHIP--Hanoi, Nov 10 (VNA)--Vietnam has become one of the 
nine new members of the Organisation of the Asian and Pacific News Agencies 
(OANA). The admission took place at a recent OANA meeting in Kuala Lumpur 
where Vietnam was represented by a delegation of Vietnam News Agency led 

by general director Dao Tung. The Lao News Agency PHAOSAN PATHET LAO (KPL) 
was elected to the nine-member OANA executive committee. [Text] [0W100821 
Hanoi VNA in English 0714 GMT 19 Now 81] 


"VNA' - "BERNAMA’ AGREEMENT--Hanoi, 12 Nov (VNA)--An agreement on exchange of 
news reports between Vietnam news agency and its Malaysian counterpart 
BERNAMA was signed in Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday with a view to promoting 
understanding between the two countries. Signatories were V.N.A.'s director- 
general Dao Tune and BERNAMA's director-general Ahmad Mustapha Hassan. The 
signing ceremony was witnessed by Vietnamese Ambassador Vu Bach Mai and 
BERNAMA's leading officials. [Text] [0W121836 Hanoi VNA in English 1506 GMT 
12 Nov 81] 


INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS--Hanoi, 20 Nov (VNA)--A system of telephone and telegraph 
lines more than 2,000 kilometres long linking Hanoi to ilo Chi Minh City and 
Minh Hai Province has been commissioned after two years’ building. It has 
66 telephone channels and hundreds of telegraph channels. [Excerpt] [OW291445 
Hanoi VNA in English 1451 GMT 20 Nov 81] 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


ALGERLIAN-BULGARIAN AGREEMENT--The minutes of a cooperation agreement were 

signed this afternoon between the radio and television organizations in 

Algeria and Bulgaria for the year 1982-83. The agreement was signed on 

behalf of Algeria by ‘Abd al-Rahman Laghouati, director general of Algerian 
Radio and Television, and by Mr Ivan Slavkov, the director general of 

Bulgarian Television, on behalf of Bulgaria. The two sides agreed on the 

need to double the exchange in the radio and television fields through 
broadcasting important programs giving informatior about the two countries. [Text] 
[LD290310 Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 1900 GMT 28 Nov 81 LD] 
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1RAQ 


BRIEFS 


SWEDEN GETS PHONE SYSTEM CONTRACT--The L.M. Ericsson Company is about to reclaia 
Iraq's telecommunications markets to Sweden as the firm's proposal won over keen 
competition for constructing a telephone system, The value of the contract is 
750 million Swedish kronor, and with a possible additional agreement, it can go 
up to 1 billion kronor, Adding to the value of the contract is the fact that 

it incorporates purchases worth 300 million kronor of Swedish materials, mainly 
cables and equipment needed for the system. [Text] [Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 2 Nov 81 p 30) 9571 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 





PAN-AFRICAN NEWS ACZENCY SESSION OPENS IN LAGOS 
AB191615 Lagos NAN in English 1525 GMT 19 Now 81 


[Text] Lagos, 19 Nov (NAN)—Nigerta has established direct submarine telecommunti- 
cation links with Abidjan, Ivorty Coast and Dakar, Senegal, and plans are under 
way to open the Lagos-Nairobi satellite link for the Pan-African News Agency (PANA). 


President Shehu Shagari said this in a message to the second conference of the 
west regional pool of PANA which began in Lagos today. 


He caid that Nigeria's internal telecommunication network and that of the News 
Ageicy of Nigeria (NAN) had been re-informed, and that arrangements had been made 
for high frequency teleprinter broadcasts to member-states of the pool. 


President Shagari said that already there was a provision of three-room office 
accommodation for the use of the PANA regional pool in Lagos. 


He urged delegates to the conference to identify and agree on which member states 
in the pool were capable of constituting the nucleus of PANA west regional service 
and fix a firm date for the commencement of the service. 


The president said: “Africa needs now, more thin ever ’efore, the facilities for 
the free flow of objective and patriotic news which only PANA can provide.” He 
said that the imbalance in the flow of news betwoen the developed and developing 
countries and the selfish manipulation and the domination of the situation by a 
few news agencies had not been corrected, and that “the situation is in fact 
becoming more serious.” 


‘resident Shagari observed that Africa had remained a fertile group for neo- 
colonialist and racist manipulation because “we have lacked the tools to ensure the 
free tlow of unbiased and unadulterated news within Africa and betweer Africa and 
the rest of the world.” 


Ihe president's message was read on his behalf by the presidential adviser on 
information, Chief Olu Adebanjo. 


The director-general of PANA, Sheikh Ousmane Diallo, told the delegates that the 
agency had already prepared a formal legal instrument titled “headquarters agree- 
ment betwee, PANA and the general headquarters in Dakar, Senegal, and between it 








ind regional pool headquarters." He said that the agency had also prepared the 
relevant regulations governing personnel and conditions oi service, staff regulation 
and salary. 


The director-general said that 24 member-countries had laid their financial contri- 
butions and that it expected more than 1 million naira--between 1979 and 1981. 


She iki Diallo told the delegates that PANA was planning to establish a school of 
journalism for the Portuguese speaking countries -“ member-states in cooperation 
with UNESCO because of the manpower needs of those c«cuntries and their desire to 
participate actively in tne activities of the agency. 


the regional conference, scheduled to begin yesterday, was postponed because of the 
death of Governor Shehu Kangiwa of Sokoto State. A proposal today by Guinea that 
Nigeria should be the chairman of the meeting, while the secretary should come from 
Gambia, was unanimously adopted. A specail message by the delegates condoled 
President Shagari on the death of the Sokoto State governor. 


Present at today’s meeting are delegates from Niger Republic, Guinea-Biss2u, 
Guinea, Gambia, Senegal, Upper Volta, Togo and the host country, Nigeria. 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


HUAMBO TV STATION COMMISSIONED--Huambo, 19 Nov (ANGOP)—-Another Angola People's 
relevision (TPA) station, designed to cover the Huambo and Bie Provinces, began 
transmitting daily programs on 11 November, from its recently-installed studios 

in Huamt.‘s capital o: the same name. The TPA, the country’s only television 
service, which until 11 November had studios only in Luanda and Benguela, has 

plans to expand its network countrywide by 1983. The Huambo provincial commissioner, 
Andre Pitra (Petroff), said when inaugurating the Huambo studios that in the 
People's Republic of Angola television was a means of the people's politico- 
ideological enlightenment and education. [Excerpts] [LD231158 Luanda ANGOP 

in Portuguese 0940 GMT 20 Nov 81] 


INEFFICIENT CABLE SERVICE--Nowadays, it is increasingly difficult to send a 
telegram through the Posts, Telegraph and Telephone services: it normally 
takes 5 days for it to reach addressees. It supposedly is put to sleep in 
some drawer, or else, it travels on foot or by some other means. One is 

moved to ask, how is it that a telegram to Lubango or some other city takes 

so long to get there? And what happens when it is a cable going abroad? 

How many urgent matters are not given a solution in the face of the negligence 
and indifference of certain PTT workers, who prefer to spend 8 hours at work 
rather than work for 8 hours? What is behind all this? We believe that it is 
high time to begin demanding a sense of responsibility from these bureaucrats 
who, by their negative behavior, are obstructing the operation of the cable 
service to the detriment of the people, forgetting the slogan: "The most 
important thing is to solve the people's problems." We are convinced that 

no one sends a telegram or a letter for the simple pleasure of writing. 

A telegram or a letter are used as a way to urgently get in touch with people 
in far-away places or even to deal with business questions. However, these 


facts seem to be ignored by the PTT workers in charge of this important operation. 
Measures to prevent this situacion from perpetuating itself should urgently be 
adopted. [Alves Antonio] [Excerpts] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 

ll Nov S1 p 2] 
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TANZANIA 


RATIFICATION OF PANA CONVENTION EXPECTED 
AB261830 Paris AFP in English 1652 GMT 26 Nov 6&1 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, Nov. 26 (AFP)--Tanzania is expected soon to ratify 
the convention of the Pan-African News Agency (PANA) and make it possible for 
the agency to begin operations by next year. 


An otficial of the government information department said here today that 
Tanzania has already paid its dues to PANA and that the next move will be to 
ratify the convention next week. 


So far 12 African co:mtries have ratified the PANA convention, but two more 
signatories are required to make the convention effective. The proposed 
African new agency was supposed to have been operational bw now but has been 
hit by several problems, including the poor telecommunications network in 
the continent and lack of competent manpower to facilitate its operation. 


The organizatio's director-general, Cheik Othuman Diallo, said on his departure 
for Khartoum that the establishment of the agency was one of the first resolu- 
tions by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) at its inception in 1963, 

but that it was not until 1976 that the idea was given an added impetus by the 
[words indistinct] meeting in Mauritius. 


Mr Diallo said that he was optimistic that PANA would be a respectable news 
agency as one of its objectives, was to promote African unity and correct the 
distorted image portrayed by existing Western news organizations. 





PANA, with its headquarters in Dakar, Senegal, will have five regional pools, 
in Lagos to serve west Africa, Kinshasa for central Africa, Lusaka for souther: 
Africa, Khartoum for cast Africa and Tripoli for north Africa. 


Initially, PANA would be expected to operate in three languages--English, 
French and Arabic. Plans are also underway to open a school of journalism 
in Maputo, Mozambique, for Portuguese-speaking African journalists. 





During his stop-over here, Mr Diallo had talks with heads of government-controlled 
mass media, government officials and director of Tanzania i.ews agency Shihata 
Nkwabi Ngwanakilala. 
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FINLAND 


TELEPHONE FIRMS, POSTAL AGENCY AGREE ON DATA SYSTEM 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 30 Oct 81 p 1l 


[Text] The Postal and Telephone Agency signed on Thursday [29 October] agreements 
with individual telephone firms on the general data transfer system, These 
agreements augment the collective agreement signed in 1978, 


However, the Postal and Telephone Agency had nade a decision by Wednesday to 
terminate these new agreements at the end of 1983 when they expire. The matter 
of terminations was not dealt with at all at the time the agreements were signed. 


Chief Director Pekka Tarjanne justified the terminations on Wednesday by pointing 
out that in 1978, "the necessary readiness did not exist for the making of an 
unequivocal agreement that would best have served the future developments," 

In order to avoid disturbances in service and to prevent a "tele war," the 
decision has been made at this early stage to terminate the agreements so that 
negotiations for a more appropriate agreement can begin, Tarjanne said, 


General Manager Veikko Johansson from the Postal and Telephone Agency says that 
the purpose of the termination is to make one agreement, more comprehensive than 
the present one, which would be based on the experience gained from the one in 
effect now, 


In spite of the acceleration of the tele war, the now-signed agreements specify 
that the information in the general data transfer system will be organized as 
public service, The individual telephone firms will supply their customers 
with the necessary terminals and cables within their own districts, and the 
Postal and Telephone Agency will be responsible for the remote transfer of data 
and for the central switchboard in Helsinki, 


The network, which cost Fmk 50 million, will start operations at the beginning 
of November, It will only serve the needs of automatic information transfer, 
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FRANCE 


FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN SATELLITE PROGRAMS 
Paris AFP SCIENCES in French 8 Oct 81 p 15> 


[Text] Paris. French participation in three new satellites for Intelsat. Two 
French companies, Aerospatiale (SNIAS) and Thomson CSF, will participate in the 
construction of three supplementary satellites ordered by Intelsat, the Internatio- 
nal Organization of Telecommunications Satellites. 


These satellites, SNIAS (National Industrial Aerospace Company) stated 1 October 
in Paris, are part of the Intelsat-V-A series which includes the largest 
commercial telecommunications satellites in the world. They are built by Ford 
Aerospace and Communications Corporation and an international team of suppliers, 
for a sum of about $75 million. SNIAS will be responsible for structures and 

for thermal regulation equipment, and Thomson will supply progressive wave tubes. 


That will bring to 15 the number of satellites in the Intelsat-V and Intelsat-V-A 
series delivered or on order. The overall cost of the program is to exceed 
$1 billion. 


Each of the Intelsat-V satellites, two of which have already been launched and are 
transmitting above the Atlantic, can send 12,000 simultaneous telephone calls and 
two color television programs. 


The six Intelsat-V-A satellites that are to be launched beginning at the end of 
1983, will be able to transmit up to 15,000 telephene calls, and television. The 
three supplementary satellites should make it possible to cope with the explosion 

in world demand in telecommunications, particularly in the dense traffic areas, 
before the Intelsat VI satellites, whose capacity will reach 40,000 teiephone calls, 
are available in 1986. 


Aerospatiale Entrusted with the Study of the Swedish Satellite Tele-X 


Moreover, SNIAS has just been entrusted with the studies to outline the Swedish 
satellite Tele-X, it was announced the same day at the company's session, where it 
was stated that the contract was awarded by Saab-Scania Company, under the aegis 
of the Swedish Space Corporation (SSC). 


Tele-X will be a satellite for the transmission of data, telecommunications and 
direct television for Sweden and eventually for other Scandinavian countries. 


2) 











The form of the satellite will be modeled after that of the platform of the TDF-1l 
telecommunication satellites and the TV-SAT direct diffusion satellites; the 
platiorm was developed by Aerospatiale and its partners in Eurosatellite, the 
Franco-German industrial group. 


Inaddition to the definition studies, Aerospatiale will supply technical support 
and assistance in the oversight of the project. It will also take part in determin- 
ing a realization timetable including the integration and tests of the satellite, 
and will supply an estimated budget for the progran. 
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STATE BROADCASTING COMPANY WORRIED OVER 


Reykjavik NEWS FROM ICELAND in English Nov 81 p 3 


(Text) 


As most adult Icelanders are 
linguistic purists to different de- 
grees, there is some worrying 
here that the loanword “video” 
has become entrenched in the 
language — alongside successfu! 
native coinages like sfrurp 
(radio), génvarp (television) and 
télva (computer). That is a tri- 
vial issue, however, compared 
with what is accurately reforred 
to as video-byltingin — the video 
revolution, a phenomenon that is 
highly concrete and spreading 
fast in this country. 

With the exception of domes- 
tue economic problems, no 
subject has come close to that 
revolution in terms of sustained 
media coverage during recent 
months. Naturally, the focus of 
the publicity is on the mush- 
rooming growth of citizen 
cable-TV systems, and of busi- 
nesses leasing oul videocassettes 
and related supplies 

A few weeks ago, an official 
panel was set up — “to study the 
current use of videocassettes and 
associated tape machines in Ice- 
land, and to make recommen- 
dations” leading to permanent 
reguiation in that domain. But 
iven the immense popularity 
of closed-circuit setups, any 
measures designed for real con- 
trol over the situation are likely 
to he difficult to enforce, to put 
it mildly 

While there is no doubt that 
huge numbers of  [celanders 
eagerly want access to more var- 
wl video fare than what ia of. 
fered by the single-channel TV 


of the State Broadcasting Serv- 
ice, the cable developments obvi- 
ously have legal implicacions of 
two kinds. One has to do with 
the SBS monopoly, the other 
with existing copyright laws. 

Ever since it was i 
in 1930, the SBS has functioned 
under a law granting it a mon- 
opoly on radio broadcasting, a 
charter that was amended to 
cover TV transmission in the 
mid-1960s. As for the royalties 
question, Iceland is a member of 
the Bern Union for the Protec- 
tion of Literary and Artistic 
Works 

In contrast with SBS action to 
halt unauthorized airing of video 
materials, the institution has 
opted for a wait-and-see stance 
with regard to private cable sys- 
tems. SBS spokeamen, however, 
imply that lawsuits may be 
brought once the government- 
appointed pane! has released its 
evaluation. 


Icelandic cinema operators are 
up in arma, for films they have 
contracted to rent from abroad 
show up here occasionally on 
videocassettes before the screen. 
ing. Rut any litigation due to in- 
fringement on proprietary 
rights in sucn circumstances 
would have to be initiated by 
foreign parties Rumours not- 
withstanding, moves to that end 
have failed to materialize so far 

Meanwhile, hardly a day 
passes without several media ac- 
counts of how the video revo- 
lution keeps gathering momen- 
tum In the Westman Islands, an 


ICELAND 


"VIDEO REVOLUTION’ 


important S-lceland fishing 
port, the prospect is that every 
TV viewer wil! soon have access 
to a ten-channe!l cable system. 
The islanders seem interested in 
setting up a powerful antenna 
for reception from a British re- 
lay satellite that will go into or- 
bit next year 

Work to lay video cables 
throughout Breidholt, a popul- 
ous residential section of 
Reykjavik, is in progress. In 
Akureyri on the north coast, 516 
homeowners have organized to 
acquire a similar system for 
their neighbourhood. Parallel 
developments are under way or 
being planned in numerous 
smal! communities. 

Few of the citizens who are 
involved give much thought to 
the legal aspects of the popular 
practice. The comment of a cer- 
tain video enthusiast is @ case in 
point: “I am no expert on that 
question. But | have discussed it 
with all sorts of people .. and 
their opinions on the matter are 
divided.” 

He added that no purpose 
would be served by trying to stop 
the spread of the welcome tech- 
nology, let alone to ban what al- 
ready existe “If what is being 
done ail around the country is 
found to be illegal,” he said, “the 
law will simply have to be re- 
vised” 

No reliable information is 
available on the number of play- 
back machines currently in use 
here (one guess is 10,000 vs. 
65,000 TVs) Spokesmen for 
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that its 2,000-unit cassette bank 
in Europe's largest. 


film materials described as light 
entertainment. If so, that taste 
is readily explainable in terms of 
the State Broadcasting Service's 
commitment to an educational 
role, and of its shoestring 
budget. 

While a real showdown be- 
tween the powers that be and 
the citizen-video camp may 
never materialize, newsmen 
have cited telling polarities in 
the general debate: “Those re- 
sponsible for cable-TV systems 
could be sentenced to three- 
month prison terms, based on 
existing copyright laws.” And 
“At least twelve per cent of 
those with access to cable TV are 
qualified voters.” 








NORWAY 


NEW CULTURAL AFFAIRS MINISTER OUTLINES BROADCAST POLICY 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN i Norweeian 3 Nov 81 p 5 


[Text] “We should experiment with cable TV and local radio before we finally 
determine broadcasting policies,” Lars Roar Langslet told parliament yesterday. 
Langslet announced also a new parliamentary report on broadcasting policy and 
said a new commission will be established to evaluate TV advertising. The can- 
inet minister said that experimental work with cable TV and local radio can be 
carried out without conflicting with the current law on broadcasting. “It is 
encouraging to see all the initiative which has blossomed, particularly in local 
connections,” Langslet pointed out. 


Langslet stated that his department has a number of requests pending for permis- 
sion to start local radio and cable TV. The cabinet minister pointed out that 
he is disposed to treat the requests expeditiously but emphasized that parlia- 
ment should be consulted and that questions in regard to organizational forms 
and regulations should be straightened out before taking any steps involving es- 
tablishing a new broadcasting policy. “We must take the time necessary for 
that," he emphasized. 


"Meanwhile, I think that we have need for some experiments in regard to time 
limits and a certain leeway in variations in the methods of conducting such ven- 
tures, so we can gain experience and see clearer how it should be done. It is 
unknown terrain for all of us, and such experience will be of inestimable value 
when we reach the stage of making decisions. 


"The current law permits, as is known, giving others besides the Norwegian 
Broadcasting System permission for ‘limited broadcasting activity’ in ‘special 
situations',"™ Lnaslet stated. No one in the discussion period after his state- 
ment opposed such a procedure. On the other hand, the chairman of the parlia- 
mentary committee on education and ecclesiastical affairs, Reiulf Steen, said 
he hoped that the government would not take steps which would restrict later 
decisions and make the situation inflexible when it would be a question of es- 
tablishing a new broadcasting policy. Cabinet Minister Langslet assured Steen 
that such a thing would not happen. 


Langslet stated that the government wants to make an announcement to parliament 
in regard to broadcasting policy. He also said a commission will be created to 
evaluate advertising on TV against the background of foreign advertising beconm- 
ing an everyday thing. 





The minister for environmental affairs, Wenche Frogn Sellaeg, stated last night 
that there will shortly be established a committee which will carry out the in- 
vestigative work in regard to a new planning law such as the Conservatives, the 
Christian People's Party and the Center Party have previously favored. She ea- 
phasized also that the government desires that more people be given permission 
to build their own vacation cottages. In this connection, she stated that the 
minister of agriculture has asked the Directorate for State Forests to investi- 
gate the possibilities of selling unproductive state-owned land to interested 
cottage-builders. 


The cabinet minister also was able to state that a coordinated plan for water- 
ways which have not yet been subject to concessions or safeguarded is being 
vorked up on the depastment for environmental affairs. 
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NORWAY 


POLLS SHOW MOST SUPPORT NORDSAT PROJECT 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 31 Oct 81 p 3 


[Text] Fifty-one percent, according to the week's Gallup poll of Norwegian 
Market Data, favor the creation of a new radio-TV corporation to compete with 
the Norwegian Broadcasting System (NRK). Only 19 percent are opposed. But 
people are even more positive concerning cooperation in a Nordic TV satellite. 
A clear majority prefers that to a second TV channel or to a new company. 


Just one-third favored the formation of a new Norwegian TV company in a similar 
poll 2 years ago. About one-quarter were opposed. 


The poll of the Norwegian Market Data was made during the last half of August 
this year through personal interviews with 1500 men and women over 15 years of 
age from all over the country. 


Question 1. “During the election campaign, it was suggested that the monopoly 
of the Norwegian Broadcasting System in radio and TV programs should perhaps be 
changed by creating a competing state or private radio-TV company. Are you for 
or against the proposal, or are you uncertain?” 


All Asked Men Women Under 30 30-59 60 and Over 











_t  & z 3 te 
For 51 60 43 61 52 39 
Against 19 18 19 16 17 24 
Uncertain 0 22 38 23 31 37 
fotal Percent 100 100 100 100 100 100 


The question was posed in the same way during a poll in September 1979, thus 
about the same time of the municipal and provincial assembly election. At 
that time, 35 percent were for a new radio-TY company, 25 percent against, and 
40 percent uncertain. Both polls show that a definitely larger majority among 
Conservative voters favors a competing radio-TV company than among people in 
other parties. 
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Question 2. “One can also consider, in the debate concerning an expansion of 
TV transmissions, Nordic coopera*ion regariing a TV satellite which eventually 
could transmit all TV transmission in the Nordic area to all countries." 





"If the technical, legal and economic problems can be solved, are you then over- 
whelmingly positive or overwhelmingly negative to a Nordic TV satellite?” 


All Asked Men Women Under 30 30-59 60 and Over 











_ Zz 4 z Zz * 
Positive 66 73 59 74 65 52 
Negative 16 15 16 12 15 21 
Don't Know 18 12 25 14 17 27 
Total Percent 100 100 100 100 100 100 


Two-thirds of those questioned were positive in regard to a Nordic satellite. 
In a similar poll in May 1979, it was somewhat less, 59 percent were positive, 
19 percent were negative, while 22 were uncertain. 


{t is to be noted from the tables above that the majority both for a new company 
and for Nordic TV satellite is considerably greater among men than women, and 
greater among young people than older petsons. The same result occurred in the 
earlier polls. 


This means that interest in an expanding offering by TV generaily is greatest 
among men and among young people. 


Question 3. “There are three solutions for obtaining more extensive TV offer- 
ings in Norway; namely, a second TV channel in the Norwegian Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, a new state or private TV company in addition to NRK, and construction of 
a Nordic TV satellite. Which of these three solutions do you most prefer?" 


All Asked Men Women Under 30 30-59 60 and Over 











a a _ 7 ee A 
A Second NRK 
Channel 17 17 16 17 17 16 
A New TV Corp. 18 20 15 22 17 14 
Nordic TV 
Satellite 43 47 39 46 46 32 
Don't Know 22 16 30 15 20 38 
Total Percent 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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